% Peppermint Leaf — Digestive
Reliever, Cooling Clarifier & Mind-Body
Refresher

¥~ Botanical Profile
e Latin Name: Mentha X piperita
* Alternative Names: Brandy Mint, Balm Mint
e Plant Family: Lamiaceae (Mint family)
* Parts Used: Leaf (fresh or dried), essential oil
* Origin: A natural hybrid of Water Mint and Spearmint, native to Europe and now widely
cultivated

Peppermint is one of nature’s most instantly recognisable herbal allies—stimulating yet
soothing, uplifting yet grounding. It brings clarity to the mind, calm to the stomach, and a
breath of cool air to the overheated body or spirit. At Peridotflow Wellness Centre,
Peppermint is a trusted daily companion: refreshing, restorative, and ever-ready to support

digestion, relieve tension, and clear mental fog.

Relieves Digestive Discomfort and Nausea

Peppermint is a classic carminative herb, easing bloating, gas, cramping, indigestion, and
nausea. Its essential oils relax the smooth muscles of the digestive tract, relieve spasms, and
support the body’s ability to process food and eliminate waste efficiently. A warm cup after
meals works wonders for both the physical and emotional gut.

Cools Overheated Conditions and Clears Head Heat

With its cooling nature, Peppermint is ideal for fevers, hot flushes, and inflammatory states.
It helps bring down internal heat and soothe tension in the head—especially useful in hot-
headed emotional states, migraines, or sun-induced discomfort.

Eases Tension Headaches and Muscle Spasms

Peppermint’s antispasmodic and circulatory stimulating qualities help ease tension-related
headaches, neck pain, or muscular cramps. Applied topically (diluted essential oil) or taken
internally, it releases tightness and supports fresh oxygenation to affected tissues.

Promotes Mental Clarity and Refreshes Focus

The invigorating aroma of Peppermint sharpens concentration, clears mental fog, and lifts
dullness. It is ideal for fatigue, overstimulation, or when one feels mentally bogged down.
Inhaling Peppermint or sipping it as tea can be an instant mind-body reset.



Supports Respiratory Function and Opens Airways

With its menthol content, Peppermint acts as a decongestant and bronchodilator. It opens
the sinuses, eases throat tension, and supports clearer breathing. Whether in steam, tea, or
tincture form, it is a valuable herb during colds, flu, or seasonal allergies.

Folklore & History

Revered since ancient times by Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians, Peppermint has long been
associated with hospitality, clarity, and purification. Greek mythology tells of Minthe, a
nymph transformed into the mint plant—symbolising resilience, rebirth, and protective
energy. In traditional households, it was used to cleanse spaces, freshen air, and uplift the
spirit.

Traditional Usage

Consumed as tea after meals, tinctured for digestive tension or headaches, inhaled for mental
refreshment, or applied topically (diluted oil) for muscular and nerve pain. Used widely in
European and Middle Eastern traditions for digestion, headaches, and seasonal colds.

Herbal Actions
Carminative, Antispasmodic, Diaphoretic, Analgesic, Nervine Stimulant, Anti-inflammatory,

Decongestant

Energetics & Tissue States
Temperature: Cooling

Moisture: Drying

Tissue States: Tense, Hot, Damp, Sluggish

Active Compounds

* Menthol — Analgesic, cooling, decongestant

* Flavonoids — Anti-inflammatory

* Rosmarinic acid — Antioxidant and mucosal protection
* Essential oils — Nervine stimulant, antimicrobial

Dosage & Preparation
* Tea: 1-2 tsp dried leaf per cup, steep 10 mins; take after meals
e Tincture: 1-3 ml up to 3x daily



* Inhalation: A few drops essential oil in steam for respiratory clarity
* Topical: Diluted essential oil applied to temples or muscles for pain relief

Safety & Contraindications

* Avoid in cases of severe acid reflux (may relax esophageal sphincter)
* High doses may cause dry mouth or reduce milk supply in lactation
* Not for infants or young children (essential oil risk)

¢ Use essential oil with caution—always dilute

Herbal Pairings

* Chamomile — for digestive calm

* Ginger — for warming synergy in nausea or bloating
* Skullcap — for tension and headaches

* Thyme — for respiratory synergy

* Lemon Balm — for emotional and cognitive uplift

Peridotflow Perspective

Peppermint is the herb of clear breath, clear thought, and clear passage. At Peridotflow, we
use this leaf when things feel tight, hot, stuck, or foggy—whether in the gut, head, or heart.
She refreshes the space within us, giving breath back to moments of overwhelm and offering
a cool breeze of relief on warm, heavy days. She is clarity, courage, and cool compassion in

green form.



